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Grand Rapids, MI 

 On November 24th, 1939, Alfred Johnson filed for a design patent on a unique trumpet / cornet 
design. This was granted #119,755 on April 2nd, 1940 and the patent drawing is shown below. 

 

 York ends up making these from about 1938 until they sell the company in 1940. Serial numbers 
found on existing instruments range from 120319 to 124155. Owners of these instruments say 
that they are the best sounding that York ever made and some think they have the best sound of 
any maker. They have a 4.5” bell, a 0.468” bore, and the trumpet is 18.5” long. There is only a 
slight difference between the cornet and trumpet with the trumpet being 0.75” longer and having 
an angled brace from bell to receiver where the cornet has a straight brace. 

 The other unique feature of these is the rolled edge of the bell is inside rather than outside as 
shown on the design drawing. This gives it the look of a rimless bell. Thankfully, the final design 
is a little more elegant than the patent drawing. 

 

 

 

 



Airflow cornet #120725 (Auction photo) 

 

I believe this is the same one later restored. The bell braces were loose and the owner tried playing it 
without the front brace only to find he liked the sound better so left it off. 

 

Cornet #121200 (Horn-u-copia.net) 

 

 



Cornet #121367 (Horn-u-copia.net) 

 

 

Cornet #122099 (auction photo) 

 

Cornet #122113 (Horn-u-copia.net) 

 

 



Cornet #122146 (auction photo) 

 

A few cornets that I don’t have serial #s for 

 

 



 

 

Trumpet #121064 

 

 



 

 

 

Photos from auction sales and Horn-u-copia.net. 

 

 



 



 


