
Vega Power Special Trumpets 
1945 – 1960s 

The earliest ad that I have found for the Power Special 
trumpets is this one at right from September of 1947. 
These had a completely different design compared to the 
pre-WWII Power model and may have been stencils made 
for Vega in Elkhart. 

1948 ad showcasing the Stan Kenton trumpet section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Power model #38509 c.1945 (5 photos below & at right). 

 

 

This model begins the final era of Vega brass instruments 
and the uncertainty of when and by whom these were 
actually made. The serial number of 38xxx would suggest 
that this was made in 1938, yet it is unlikely that this style 
of Power model would have been made at the same time as 
the earlier one. 

The closest match that I have found for the valve style is 
the early Signet model trumpets made by Blessing for H&A 
Selmer of Elkhart. 

Here is Selmer Signet trumpet #3535 in comparison. 

 

Another Signet trumpet #3800. 

 

 

Since Blessing was an earlier 
supplier of valves for Vega, it 
would follow that they later 
would make complete horns. 

It is said that the first Signet 
brass were made in 1940. 



Fred Berman Power model #39581 (below & 2nd at right). 

 

Power Special #46405 

 

Power Special #55542 (c.1951 if a Blessing serial #) 

 

Power Special #67777 (below & bottom right) 

 

c.1954 if a Blessing serial # 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



November 1949 ad from Internation Musician showcasing use of 
the new Power model by Fats Navarro and Miles Davis. 

 

December 1949 Power model ad with Conte Candoli. 

 

 

Power Special #73348 

c.1956 if a Blessing serial # 

 



This January 1950 ad from International Musician shows the 
Power model played by Don Fagerquist and claims that Miles 

plays one exclusively. 

 

Power Special #97525 (c.1960 if a Blessing serial #) 

 

Vega closed their factory at #155 Columbus Ave (photo 1) 
in 1961 and moved to #40 Leon St (now Northeastern 
University). It’s doubtful that any brass was actually made 
by Vega after this time. 


